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CSLI conducts public interest surveys each semester (since 1978)
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Respondents randomly chosen from universe of listed telephone numbers combined with computer generated numbers
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Typical sample size: 350-525 respondents; students used as interviewers
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Each survey includes demographics and attitude/behavior questions
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Surveys topics include: Transportation; Economic Development; Education, Tax and Spending Preferences; Anne Arundel County’s Attractive Qualities; Growth/Development
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Visit CSLI’s web site for previous surveys (www.aacc.edu/csli)

	Most Important Problem

Recent spike in education, rise in concern about taxes and economy, decline in growth
.

Is the County going the right or the wrong direction?

Recovery in spring from low point in fall
	Most Important Problem Facing the County
Problem
Fall 

2001

Spring 

2002

Fall 

2002

Spring  ‘03

Fall  ‘03

Spring 
‘04

Education, problems with schools
13

16

19

17

17

22

Taxes – too high
6

8

8

9

14

13

Economy (e.g., no jobs, high cost of living)
3

5

3

14

8

12
Traffic congestion/problems
8

12

10

9

11

10

Growth/overdevelopment
14

17

15

12

15

8

Other answer
8

10

4

8

11

8

Crime
10

9

9

4

5

4

Drugs 
3

4

4

3

1

4

Environment (e.g., air or water pollution, Bay)
3

7

7

5

7

4

Inefficient government, wasteful spending
0

2

1

2

1

2

Corruption in government/politicians are bad
0

1

1

0

1

2

Terrorism
18

1

11

2

0

1

Unsure/No Answer
18

9

9

13

9

10
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What Direction is the County Going?

[image: image9.wmf]Graph 2: County - Right or Wrong Direction
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	Is the County’s Tax Cap hurting the ability of the County to provide services?

General recent rise in perception that cap hurts services
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0

10

20

30

40

50

Sp ‘96  Fa ‘96  Sp ‘97  Fa ‘97  Sp ‘98  Fa ‘98  Sp ‘99  Fa ‘99  Sp ‘00  Fa ‘00  Sp ‘01  Fa '01 Sp '02 Fa '02 Sp '03 Fa '03 Sp '04



	Economic Issues

Economic conditions -slight rebound after dip

	Thinking about our County's economy, how would you rate economic conditions in Anne Arundel County today -- excellent, good, fair, or poor?  
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	State Issues

Spring 2004

Spring 2003
	Support for Increasing Revenues (in percent)

Support

Oppose

Unsure/N.A.

Increasing the corporate income tax rate by one percent
63

35

2

Creating a $2.50 surcharge on monthly sewage fees to help upgrade waste water treatment plants

65

31

4

Placing a 3% surcharge on the income tax of people who make $500,000 or more annually

73

26

1

Legalizing slot machines in Maryland
62

33

6

 Introducing slot machines at racetracks in Maryland 
67
29
4
Increasing the state sales tax by one percent, from 5 to 6 percent
31

66

2

Would you be more or less inclined to support a one cent increase in the sales tax if you knew that the additional revenue only went to support education
More

72

Less 

23

(3) No change  4

(0) no answer  1

Increasing the sales tax by 1 cent. 
51
48
1
Increasing the gas tax by 1 or 2 cents. 
49
48
2
Increasing income taxes just enough to cover the deficit without cutting programs 
37
60
3


	Public reluctant to curtail services
	Proposals for Reducing Government Spending
Support

Oppose

Unsure/N.A.

Postponing fully funding the Thornton Plan for public education 

32

47

20

Reducing salaries of state employees

14

81

5

Cutting back on state services
16

77

7

Reducing financial support for higher education
18

78

4

Reductions in spending on higher education 
21
77
2
  Reductions in spending on road assistance to local government 
30
62
8
 Reductions in spending on programs to preserve open space 
36
59
6


	Slots and Taxes – Residents prefer slots…
…but Conservatives oppose slots and taxes the most.
	Support for Various Slots/Tax Combinations – Spring 2004

I favor increasing taxes, but not having slots in Maryland

15

I favor slots in Maryland, but not increasing taxes

55

I favor both slots in Maryland and increasing taxes

11

I oppose both slots in Maryland and increasing taxes

15

     Don’t know/ No answer                                                         

5

Ideology and Support for Slots/Taxes

Liberal
Moderate
Conservative
I favor increasing taxes, but not having slots in Maryland

18
19
6
I favor slots in Maryland, but not increasing taxes

55
54
54
I favor both slots in Maryland and increasing taxes

18
14
6
I oppose both slots in Maryland and increasing taxes

8
10
27
     Don’t know/ No answer                                                         

2
4
6
Total
101
101
99


	Transportation Trust Fund…leave it alone
	Support for Various Transportation Trust Fund Proposals

Approach

Support

Oppose

Unsure/NA

A five cent increase in the state gasoline tax 

17

82

2

A $25 yearly increase in vehicle registration fees 

38

59

4

An additional $50 added to speeding or other moving violation fines

64

33

3

A ban on taking money out of the trust fund unless used for transportation only.

65

24

11



	Residents unsure that additional County revenue would be used wisely…
	County Revenue Enhancement: Raising the Local Income Tax Rate 

Proposal

Agree

I support the tax increase because important services could diminish in quality

17

While important services might diminish in quality, I can’t afford or don’t want to pay more taxes.

17

I oppose the tax increase because I’m not sure the County will use the money to the best advantage of Anne Arundel County and me.    

63

Don’t know/ No Answer

3



	But are sure that additional spending is needed in many areas
	Local Spending in Various Service Areas

Service

More

Same

Less

Don’t know

Sp 04

Sp ‘97

Sp 04

Sp ‘97

Sp 04

Sp ‘97

Sp 04

Sp ‘97

Public Schools

-1

71

72

23

19

5

5

1

4

Police

+8

60

52

35

40

4

5

1

3

Fire 

-17

53

36

43

56

2

4

2

5

The community college

--

46

--

44

--

7

--

3

--

Seniors’ services

+7

44

37

45

46

7

7

4

9

Roads

+14

43

29

49

52

6

15

3

5

Environmental programs

-2

39

41

44

35

15

19

2

6

Social Services

+6

34

28

43

39

17

25

5

8

Health Department

0

32

32

54

46

9

14

5

8

Libraries

-5

26

31

67

56

6

10

1

3

Parks and Recreation

-2

26

28

57

57

16

12

2

4

Planning and Zoning

-2

13

15

42

38

39

38

7

9

Average

41%
36%

46%
44%
11%
14%
3%
6%


	Voting machines deemed a success by most
	Voters Perceptions of New Voting Machines

Yes

No

Unsure/N.A.

Did you have any trouble understanding how to use the voting machine?  


3

97

0

Are you confident that the machine accurately recorded your vote?

86

9

4

Do you think that a paper receipt indicating your voting choices should be provided, or is the system acceptable just as it is?        
Provide paper receipt     
35

Acceptable as is

63

Other answer

1

No answer

1



	Judges Election: Most  needed more information…
	Did you vote for up to three judges for the Circuit Court?  N=139
(2) NO     14%         (1) YES▼84%     

(0) No answer   2%

  IF YES: ▼

11.5  Did you feel confident that you had enough information to make an informed choice for judge or would you have liked more information?         N=116                                         ►    ►     ►     ►

(1) Had enough   43% (2) Would have liked more information  56% (0) no answer   1%



	Residents favor smoking ban
Many residents once smoked
	A proposal has been introduced to ban smoking in restaurants and bars in Anne Arundel County.  Do you support or oppose this proposal?   N=360

(1) Support    60%   

(2) Oppose   37%   

(3) (0) Don’t know/no answer   3%

12.1  If restaurants and bars in the County were entirely smoke-free would you be more or less likely to patronize them?  N=360

(1)  More likely    53%   (2) Less likely   15%   (3) No change   31%  (0)    Don’t know/no   answer   1%

12.2   Do you currently smoke?  (1) Yes   18%   (2) No  82%▼   
13.2  Have you previously smoked, but don’t now?  N=251
                                                  (1) Yes previously smoked    47%
                                                  (2) No never smoked              53%
                                                  (0) no answer                           0%         



	Public growing slightly more confident that local authorities are prepared in event of a terrorist attack
	How Prepared are Local Authorities in Event of a Terrorist Attack 

Fall 

2001

Spring 2002

Fall 

2002

Spring 2003

Fall 

2003

Spring

2004

Very prepared

13

8

16

10

15

15

Somewhat prepared

47

49

52

48

54

55

Not very prepared

30

35

22

37

24

18

Don’t know, no answer

11

8

10

4

7

11

Total

101

100

100

100

100

99
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	About ½ of residents have a family plan of action in case of an emergency
	Developed a Family Plan of Action 

Fall 2002

Spring 2003

Fall 2003

Spring 2004

Yes

38

43

58

49

No

55

51

42

49

Don’t know

7

6

1

2

Total

100

100

100

100
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Party and Demographics

	
	Ideology
	
	
	Income
	
	
	
	
	
	Educ
	
	
	
	Race
	

	
	Lib
	Mod
	Con
	Under $30k
	30-50
	50-75
	75-100
	100-150
	150+
	HS
	Some
Coll.
	4yr
	Post
grad
	A-A
	Cau

	Rep
	9
	47
	42
	3
	16
	21
	25
	17
	8
	13
	45
	22
	19
	5
	80

	Dem
	24
	55
	19
	8
	18
	21
	18
	16
	11
	18
	36
	23
	23
	14
	85

	Indep.
	13
	45
	32
	0
	26
	13
	29
	16
	7
	19
	45
	19
	16
	3
	94

	Overall
	17
	48
	27
	8
	18
	19
	21
	15
	9
	20
	40
	21
	19
	8
	83


	
	Rel.
	
	
	
	
	Gender
	

	
	Non-pract.
	Cath
	Prot.
	Jewish
	Other
	Male
	Female

	Rep
	12
	33
	36
	1
	16
	47
	43

	Dem
	11
	31
	32
	4
	20
	34
	66

	Indep.
	13
	36
	32
	3
	16
	48
	52

	Overall
	11
	31
	33
	2
	18
	42
	58


	
	Age
	
	
	
	School
	
	
	

	
	18-29
	30-44
	45-59
	60+
	No kids
	Kids in AACPS
	Kids in Private
	Both

	Rep
	13
	41
	24
	22
	59
	29
	10
	1

	Dem
	7
	24
	43
	24
	65
	26
	7
	3

	Indep.
	13
	26
	42
	19
	73
	17
	10
	0

	Overall
	14
	30
	33
	21
	63
	27
	8
	2
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